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TO OUR MEMBERS: 

We have suffered a severe loss in the services of Mrs. Leslie 
A. Prince who has, for the past two years, faithfully carried out 
the duties of Editor of our monthly magazine "The Wood Duck". This 
is an huge task and Mrs, Prince has borne the burden of the entire 
mechanics (planning the layout and preparing the'stencils’for 
duplication) entirely on her own. She and Mrs. John Lamoreaux have 
been exhaustive in their search for interesting material, and at 
this juncture, you can appreciate that they both feel that they are 
unable to carry on and that the time is ripe for a new Editorial 
Staff. •'■■■■ 

Our present emergency very drastically points up the severe 
lack of co-operation which exists in our organization. TOO MUCH IS 
LEFT TO TOO FEW' The result is that there just isn't enough time 
to do all that confronts us. Three or four persons working as a 
Committee can accomplish a great deal and can lessen the burden. 

WE NEED MANY MORE VOLUNTEER HELPERS - WE NEED MUCH MORE VARIED 
MATERIAL FOR THE WOOD DUCK. CAN WE COUNT ON YOU TO LEND A HELPING 
HAND? 

The Hamilton Naturalists' Club is one of the most highly- 
regarded nature study groups on the North American Continent. 

THINK what we have accomplished in the past year with the outstand¬ 
ing work of Mrs. Prince as Editor of the Wood Duck; the work of 
some of the Members in giving talks to Clubs and Groups in and 
adjacent to the City of Hamilton, and elsewhere; the compilation 
of the Christmas Bird Count and the maintenance of Bird Records 
by Mr. George North and John Miles; the planning of our Field 
Programme and the leadership in the Field Events by knowledgeable 
people in our Club; the Programmes planned for our monthly meetings 
by our Programme Director; the two Weekend Outings sponsored by 
our Club at the Victoria Weekend and Thanksgiving Weekend, respec¬ 
tively. THINK also of the acquisition of the Club's Sanctuary 
"Spooky Hollow"; the new Bird Column in each Saturday's Spectator, 
edited by Robert Westmore, our new Publicity Director. THINK about 
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the progressive work done on the proposed Bruce Trail and realize 
that this project was conceived and pushed to its present status 
by Ray N. Lowes, Vice President, and a diligent worker in our 
Club. THINK also of the Club project under way for the Spring of 
1962 - the International Exhibit of Nature Photography scheduled 
for May 10, 1962, under the Convenorship of Mrs. R. A. Hawkes. 

THINK of the tremendous task of handling the tickets and publicity 
for the Audubon Screen Tours, this work being done by Mrs. George 
North and Mrs. J. P. Page. 

THINK - all this time donated generously by certain people 
for your benefit. DO YOU THINK IT IS TOO MUCH TO ASK THE MEMBERS 
TO SPARE AN HOUR OUT OF EACH MONTH TO ASSIST WHEN THEY ARE CALLED 
UPON TO DO SO? We certainly hope not.' 

The task of reproducing this Wood Duck magazine each month 
is generously done by Albert and Kerry Gorman, and their predecessor, 
Harold Cunliffe. 


Let's all rally to the cause - and when a request is made for 
help - say Y-E-S.' 


Remember the banana -- when it is stripped from,the bunch 

it is skinned. So. . ..let's work together as aj > bunch, so 

that we too will not get skinned.' . J. ; .i . 

i .f*'; • • » ' • ■* 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

Since your Executive prepared and edited the preceding News Letter - two 
of our Members have come forward to stand as CO-EDITORS of THE WOOD DUCK magazine, 
viz. - MISS LILY USIK and MISS ANNE: USIK. 

Now MEMBERS - it is up to you.' JJ 

. . . . . ‘ • » •• 

We are grateful indeed to Lily and Anne who will be issuing their first 
copy at the end of January,-; ,1962. v : .'ll 

Let's, toss out the LETHARGY - and start MATERIAL ROLLING IN for ensuing 
issues of the Wood Duck. 

Remember - : .:- ■ 

1. All.copy designated for a certain month must be in the Editors' 
hands not later than the 10th of the month 

2. Reprints of articles ; from.' other publications (newspapers, etc.) are 

permissible when credit lines are given ; \ • 

3. All material submitted should be typewritten or printed •:-» 

A. Suggestions for material should be passed on to the Editors by letter 
or telephone call 


ON WITH THE JOB - KEEP MATERIAL POURING IN - MAKE THE WOOD DUCK 

BETTER THAN EVER 

Your Wood Duck Staff 

Editors Miss Lily Usik 127 Queen St, N. , Hamilton JA.8-4497 

Miss Anne Usik . ' " . 

Noteworthy Bird Records 



Mr. George W. North 

249 Charlton W.,Hamilton. ; 

JA.2-6082 

Field Events Section 

Mr.< 'John' Miles 

656 King St'. E. .Hamilton 5 ' 

JA.2-6160 

Programme Section 

Mrs. .J; McCormack 

595 Main St. E.,Hamilton 

JA.2-5887 

Junior Club Section 

Dr. Douglas: Davies': 

11 Dtomore Gres..Hamilton 

JA.9-5130 

Duplication & Circulation 



• • r! 

Mr. Albert I. Gorman 
■ Mr. Kerry Gorman ; 

Miss Hazel Broker 

Miss Blossom Patton 

81 Arkell St.,Hamilton 

81 Arkell St.,Hamilton 

52 Paisley St.S.,Hamilton 

30 Fairholt Hd.S.,Hamilton 

JA.7-0312 
JA.7-0312 
JA.7-0333 
LI.5-2419 


(And here - a big pat-on-the-back to Hazel and Blossom who faithfully carry out the 
.... circulation duties of the Wood Duck each month - we appreciate it) 


FORAGE FOR MATERIAL FOR THE WOOD DUCK 


WRITE IT YOURSELF 


BUT KEEP IT COMING 


FURTHER - ANENT "THE WOOD DUCK" 


Some suggestions 

r It;-':y?QUld be interesting' 'if Leaders of Field Events would request 
someone attending to write a brief item about the hike - telling 
about the locale of the hike - how many attended - what was seen, 
etc., etc. This need not. be a lengthy article but it could 
certainly provide some jots of interest. 

- If you would like an article on some particular subject - let 
your Editors know - or if you know of someone who could write such 
an article,'Request: hiW .td'do so and submit it to the Editors. 

- Members and their friends who have recently taken trips and have 
pursued Nature Study in the area to which they journeyed, could 
write of their' experiences. We would like to hear from them. 

- Reports from Members who have served on special committees or 

projects would be; welcome. This would keep our members 
apprised of the multitudinous work being done which, in the 
ordinary course of events, receives no recognition because no 
one really knows about it. • 

THE. LIST IS ENDLESS. < 


< 1 ■ 


GENERAL MEETINGS 

Monday, December 11, 1961 

DR. H. KLEEREKOPER of McMaster University, Hamilton 

V . • Subject: "WHAT MAKES ANIMALS BEHAVE AS THEY DO?" 

i •• (Don't miss this i gentleman ' s presentation - it will be) 

excellent, we know 

Monday, January 11, 1962 

JUNIOR CLUB, NIGHT - The Junior Club conducts the Programme. 

Be there to see what an enthusiastic group 
. . \,r. . they are. You will be proud of them. 




m | I f// 
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-.-SPOTLIGHT - 
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ON COMING EVENTS 


(continued - page 5).,,, 
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GENERAL MEETINGS (continued) 

Monday, February 8, 1962 

MR. ROBERT TAYLOR of Scarborough, Ontario 

Subject: 1 'TIMBERLINE SUMMER" 

(Bob spent this past Summer in the Northwest 
Territories in wildlife research and his 
presentation should be a thrilling experience 
for our members) 


All General Meetings are held in the Lecture Hall of the Hamilton 
Public Library (entrance on MacNab Street South just off Main 
Street - downstairs - 8:00 P.M. 


FIELD EVENTS - 

Sunday, December 3, 1961 


DR. ROBERT MacLAREN will lead a Tour along the Niagara River 
for Gulls and Ducks. You are urged to dress warmly and to 
bring along a Lunch. Time - 9:00 A.M. 

Place - Main & Ottawa Sts,, 
Leader's 'phone no.-JA 7-1619 Hamilton 

Tuesday, December 26, 1961 

Annual CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT - this is very important - many 
volunteers are needed - Contact George North at JA. 2-6082 
and he will post you to a territory and give details. 

Monday, January 1, 1962 

AUTO HIKE - meet at the Low Level Bridge at 9:00 A.M. Bring 
lunch and dress warmly. Leader: ROBERT WESTMORE - MI 8-4555. 

Sunday, January 14, 1962 

WINTER DUCK CENSUS - motor hike - meet at north side of the 
High Level Bridge at 10:00 A.M. Dress warmly and bring lunch. 
Leader: GEORGE W. NORTH - JA. 2-6082. 

Sunday, January 28, 1962 

NIAGARA RIVER WINTER TRIP - Motor hike along Niagara River for 
Ducks and Gulls. Warm clothes and lunch. Meet at Main and Ottawa 
Streets at 8:00 A.M. Leaders: JOHN B. MILES (JA. 2-6160) and 
ROBERT CURRY (LI. 5-5557). 


continued - page 6 
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FIELD EVENTS (continued) - 

Sunday, February 4, 1962 

FORAY TO REPAIR WOOD DUCK BOXES - Hike to repair the Wood 
Duck nesting boxes. Many volunteers are needed. Dress warmly 
and bring lunch. Meet at 9:30 A.M. at the Spencer Creek 
Bridge on Highway 102. Leader: SANDY INTINI (JA. 9-0906) 


AUDUBON SCREEN TOUR S - ' ' ■ • 

Friday, December 15, 1961 

BRISTOL FOSTER - "ROVING THREE CONTINENTS" 

(Africa. 1 Asia. 1 AUSTRALIA. 1 .... Screen Tour Audiences 
will visit parts of the world never seen by tourists) 

Thursday, J an uary 4, 1962 

EDGAR T. JONES - "ALBERTA OUTDOORS" 

(Our own beautiful Canadian Province of Alberta - 
should be' a delight to our audiehde) ! 

Tuesday, February 13, 19 62' 

ROBERT C. HERMES - "NOVA SCCTIA - LAND OF THE SEA" 

(Again - our own Canadian landscape - this 
f.i'< to our Eastern Province should be fascinating) 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxXx'xxxxkxxxxxxXxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxXxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 
Audubon Screen Tours are held at Westdale Secondary School Auditorium, at 
the corner of Longwood Rd. & Main Street West at 8:15 P.M. Tickets are still 
available. Single Admission - Adults - 75b Children & Students - 50<?. 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxkxxxxxxXxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

Propos al for Amendment 

To the Members : Your attention is directed to the following proposal for. 
Amendment to the Constitution of the Hamilton Naturalists' Club, Section III, 

(c) to read as follows:’ When F ee s- Payable Fees for Contributing,- active, 
corresponding, joint; juriidf merhbafs and student members shall -be due and payable 
in advance on September First of‘each year; Members who have not paid their fees 
within sixty (60) days after September First of each year will be dropped from the 
Club membership. j... . • < • \ 

THIS AMENDMENt TO THE CONSTITUTION WILL BE BROUGHT BEFORE THE GENERAL MEETING 

ON MONDAY, DECEMBER 11, 1961. - ' 0 
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SANCTUARY NOTES 


The following is reprinted from a booklet entitled "Our Wild- 
Frank Morris, issued by the Federation of Ontario Naturalists in 1939 

"The making of Wildlife Sanctuaries would not 
only enable- our native flowers and other wild creatures 
to live out their natural lives in peace and comfort, 
but it would confer a great boon on ourselves. Like 
Portia's view of mercy in "The Merchant of Venice," 
it would be twice-blessed. 

If boys and girls resorted to these sanctuaries 
and learned to know and take a friendly interest in 
our Ontario wildlife, it would bring them great 
pleasure even when they were children, and when they 
grew older they would find it a most healthy and happy 
fotm of recreation for their days and hours of leisure. 

They would be glad to help care for these sanctuaries, 
maintain them, and make them even better. 

•f : And. sanctuaries in this way would become a very 
worthy form of memorial in honour of our many forebears 
who have loved the wild life of Ontario and its beauty. 

There could be no better way of honouring their memory, 
for there is nothing that they would have loved to see 
and to know more than this: that the wild creatures of 
our Province were being well cared for, and that the boys 
and girls and men and -women who lived after them had come 
to share their love of Nature." 

Printed in 1939 but the message is more urgent today than ever beforej 

SPOOKY HOLLOW. SANCTUARY is a REALITY. We trust that the Members and 
their friends will help us to maintain it and to carry out our avowed 
purpose. Tread its paths gently and enjoy its beauty to the utmost,. 

Your Sanctuary Committee respectfully requests that Members not pick 
or .remove any plants from its precincts. Also, your Sanctuary Committee feels 
that accurate records of the Sanctuary should be established and maintained. 
They request, therefore, that anyone contemplating the introduction of any 
Flora to the Sanctuary, should first contact the Committee. 

Plans are still going forward and the purchase of Spooky Hollow does not 
mean the closing of the Sanctuary Fund. Quite the contrary - the Sanctuary 
Fund must be continued and contributions will be gratefully received. Our work 
is far from over. Even at this writing, an effort is being made to acquire an 
adjacent 18-acre tract at the northeast (to square off our property). In 
addition, it is planned to erect a Rustic Sign (or two) and these are being 
developed for erection in the Spring of 1962. 


SUPPORT THE SANCTUARY FUND 
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Reminder 


x 

x 

x 
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X 

X 
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X 
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Op 


THE SEVENTH ANNUAL EXHIBITION OF CHRISTMAS 
ARRANGEMENTS and DECORATION - 1961 - 
sponsored by" The Women's Committee of The 
, . Royal Botanical Gardens and The Garden Club 
of Hamilton will be held - 
Tuesday; December 5 - 2:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, December 6 - .. 10:00 a.m. 

Thursday, December 7 - 10:00 a.m. 

Admission - Adults. 50<? 
en to the Public at the Royal Botanical Gardens 1 Headquarters Building 
680 Hendrie Curve (No. 2 Highway), Burlington 


to 10:00 
to 10:00 
to 10:00 


p.m. 

p.m. 

p.m. 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

X 


SPECIAL 


SPECIAL 


SPECIAL 


, . . . 

MR. RICHARD POUGH (Author of. one of the Aqcjubon Bird Guides) , 

'• ’ ’ dynamic personality, main speaker at the 

•? .. Annual Meeting at Port Hope of the Federation 

of Ontario Naturalists, speaks at a meeting 
of the Rpyal Canadian Institute, subject: 

NATURE PROTECTION" 


‘v 1 : i 
v » i; 


.Place: Convocation Hall, University of Toronto 
Time: Saturday, December 9 at.8:,15 P.M. 

Meeting open to the public .no admittance charge, 


x 

x 

x 

x 

x 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 
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ANOTHER SPOTLIGHT - 


The 'Hamilton Naturalists' Club is again sponsoring the international 
Exhibit of feature. Photography. Details will be forthcoming in future 
Wobd Duck issues. The showing to the Public of the winning slides is 
scheduled for Thursday, May 10, 1962 at Westdale Collegiate. 

And - this is very important............. 

Mrs. R. A. Hawkes, Convenor needs, and is most anxious 
to obtain clerical help. Will Members, please volunteer 
" ’to assist? Contact Mrs. Hawkes at Diindas. - 'phone MAYFAIR 8-2633. .' 

. I.*).! - * • • > ' • *'» 

Remember - many hands make light work, 


CHRISTMAS CARDS CHRISTMAS CARDS CHRISTMAS CARDS . 

• t » ' • ' ' ' ;. 

We are still not sold out - and we should be. A telephone call to 
Miss Helen Barker will reserve some for.you - 'phone JACKSON 7-6353., 

Two designs - THE CARDINAL . - THE WATER LILY 

$1,55 box 12 and THE WATER LILY in Hasti-notes for year-around use. 







♦ 


- 65 -• 

THE HERMIT PINE LISTED AS OLDEST KNOWN TREE 

I expect that a large number of people have a scrap book containing 
interesting data of material that interests them most. My scrap book identifies 
me as one who is interested in natural history and the following.item is a sample 
of its contents. 

The Bristle-cone Pine, a scrubby hermit of the timberline joins the 
plant kingdom roster of the earth's oldest known living things., . Three ■ 

California specimens have lived forty centuries, having grown old before 
King Solomon filled Israel. The gaunt, nearly barkless trees were dated 
by Dr. Edmund Schulman,: of the University of Arizona laboratory of tree¬ 
ring research. The U.S. Forest Service located this important discovery 
in the White Mountains of Inyo National Forest. ■ ' •••" 

The find puts the Bristle-cone Pine (pinus aristata) among Nature's 
true wonders. This gnarled conifer keeps to such harsh, stormy peaks 
that it is seldom seen by lowlanders. The tree takes its place 
belatedly among other beloved plant Methuselahs - Giant Sequoia, Cypress, 

Olive, Yew.and Chestnut,,. ‘ 1 

Earlier^ Giant (Sequoias were regarded, as the most ancient of living 
things, the National.Geographic Society says. Several of the oldest, 

. amofig them the General Sherman, span an estimated 3500 year. Unlike 
thp titans of the forest, the Bristle-cone Pine is a "wind timber! 1 ', one 
of the tough species that flourish at the frontier of trees. The tree's 
normal range is an elevation of 8000 to 11500 feet in the mountains of * 

Eastern California, Nevada, Utah, Colorado, Northern Arizona and northern 
New Mexico. Long prickles on the cone suggest the tree's common name/ 

Wind blows the seeds across deep valleys. Relatively few seeds find a 
friendly place to germinate and, as a rule, the survivors appear in ^dpen 
stands on far-flung peaks, clawing their roots into rocky soil, growing 
slowly through bitter winters and summer droughts. 

At extreme heights a Bristle-cone Pine may grow no higher than a man 
in 900 years. Some remain twisted stubs. Others at lower elevations 
may stretch 35 to 40 feet. Most stay within an average of 15 to 30 feet, 
with a short stocky trunk a foot to 30 inches in diameter. A few attain 
stem diameters of eight feet or more. A season's growth of stout, dark 
shining needles may cling to the twigs for 15 years. Scars are many. 

The burden of snow and ice bends the branches into grotesque, curiously 
beautiful shapes. Gale-driven sand sometimes rasps the reddish-brown 
• bark from a tree's windward side. .-.**•;• 

The.first specimen of bristle-cone pine was collected in 1853 by a 
naturalist trekking through Colorado with a railway survey. He picked 
one coneless branch - probably meaning to get a better sample later. 

An Indian attack cost this collector his life some weeks later. 

Submitted by A. J. Mitchener of Collingwood, Ontario. y 

"Thanks, Alf, we were glad to hear from you. Do it again. We want to 
hear from our Members any time."' 
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NEW BOOKS FOR CLUB MEMBERS 
at the 

HAMILTON PUBLIC LIBRARY 
by Annie J. Hunt 

• ' • . * l) i ' ■ 

Eai 1 S. HeralcJ, curator of the Steinhart aquarium in San Francisco, writes 
about his favorite subjects in Living Fishes of the World . This remarkable 
work belongs to The World of Nature Series , published by Doubleday. This 
survey provides accurate information concerning the life histories,, the distri¬ 
bution and the habits of the teeming life of oceqns, lakes and streams from 
deep-sea giants to tiny minnows.. The arrangement is systematic. The naturalist 
the sportsman, and the amateur aquarist would welcome this narative book on 
general fish biology as. a gift book. Thanks especially to the rapid growth of 
skin diving aiding in the work of some sixty photography specialists there are 
J00 superb illustrations, 145 in full colour. There is an excellent biblio¬ 
graphy for further reading and a useful index and glossary. 

. ’ . ' ' i • • \ ’ , 1 

Another book in this series added to the shelves of the Arts and Science 
department is Living Amphibians of the World by D. M. Cochran, Curator of 
Reptiles and Amphibians, United States National Museum, Smithsonian Institution. 
Ihe amphibians; namely, the caecilians, frogs, toads and salamanders, form the 
link between the fishes and all higher vertebrates such as reptiles, birds 
and mammals since they were the first group of vertebrate animals to emerge 
l.rom an aquatic, environment and live upon land for most of their adult lives." 
Today they play an important role usually beneficial to man. This is a compre¬ 
hensive and graphic volume both valuable to consult and wonderful to read.. 

It .contains copious photographs, many in colour, which are up to the.usual 
standard of excellence of this series. . There is a concluding chapter .on.How 
to keep amphibians as pets. The selected bibliography and index add to the 
usefulness of this thorough study. 

..The othej;. noteworthy natural history series The Living Nature Series , 
publ.^hed by Harrap, combines the story of amphibians and reptiles in one’volume, 
entitled The World o f Amphibians and Reptiles . The author is Robert Mertens, a 
istinguished zoologist. This is a superb treasury of 140 photographs 
including some in colour. The general descriptions of the vital activities of 
two groups of,related animals make fascinating reading. Some chapter headings 
are Classification and ancestral history, Geographical distribution,•Food and 
feeding, Relations with the. inanimate world, Protection against enemies, and 
Relationship .£0 man. This is a well-written masterly treatment of a subject 
important, to .nature enthusiasms., 

Books by G. M. Durrell provide much popular nature reading. His A Zoo in 
j jy kug gglig tells what happens when he and his wife go to Bafut, in the British 
Cameroons, to obtain specimens for a zoo of their own and when they return with 
it to find a site in suburban Bournemouth. It's a lively, enthusiastic account 
by an animal lover. 

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXJfXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 

MEMBERSHIP DUES " DUE - DUE - DUE . - DUE - DUE - DUE - DUE • ,-DUErb, -DUE 

LONG OVERDUE 

We are making an exception with this issue - mailing it out to members whb have 
not. yet paid their 1961-1962 Dues. However - no Dues - no further communication. 1 
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A DAY WITH RAY 

On Saturday, November 24, 1961, an enthusiastic group met with Ray Lowes 
for a stimulating and enjoyable Field Trip. "Old Faithfuls" joined forces with 
new and most welcome faces. Advantage was taken of the warm and sunny November 
day. New friendships were made, old ones renewed, and the beautiful weather was 
reflected in the joyful spirit-.cf the group. '-How delightful it was to share those 
little pieces of information about Birds, Fungi, Weather and even Geology (which 
ordinarily we all hide so modestly).' 

Under the spirited and informative leadership of Ray Lowes, the trip 
proceeded (not around the Bay as scheduled) but to Rock Chapel and then through 
the lovely countryside to Rattlesnake Point. A brief stop at Rock Chapel 
rewarded the group with the sight of a Tufted Titmouse and an Eagle's view of 
Dundas and Cootes Paradise. 

Friendly chatter and cheery companionship were exchanged during a hearty 
lunch, eaten in the brisk country air warmed by the golden rays of the sun, 

Members of the party eagerly participated in an invigorating mile-or-more walk 
along part of the proposed Bruce Trail, and later to the top of Rattlesnake Point. 
Bird Watchers turned amateur mountain climbers as they explored the rocky, wind¬ 
blown edge of the Point. Below, lay the countryside hushed with the anticipation 
of the cold, approaching winter season. 

A Snowy Owl, Northern Shrike, Kinglets and several species of Hawks 
satisfied the Bird Watchers' appetites for the day. Mr. Westmore's presence was* 
certainly welcomed by all. 

Tired but happy and contented friends said "au revoirs" with keen 
anticipation of the next Field Trip. 

Misses, Anne and Lily Usik. 

(Editor's note: Thanks., girls - this is the kind of reporting that we need more 
of - everyone is interested in knowing about the Field Events.) 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxkxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 

JUNIOR CLUB NEWS 


FIELD EVENTS and MEETINGS 

Saturday, December 2, 1961 

7:30 p.m. - Main Library - MRS. KISH will show us some of the 

fascinating books on Animals, Plants, 

Fossils, Minerals and the Stars. Come 
to the Boys' and Girls' Section (Main 
Street Library - through the side door 
facing City Hall.) Bring your Library 
Card. . ■ ...... ,y 

Junior Club News continued - next page.. 
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FIELD EVENTS and MEETINGS — 

Saturday, December 9, 1961 ' 

8:30 a.m.’-to 4 :; :00 p.iti. - HIKE with. BILL TILBURY (LIBERTY 5-3364) 

' : ; f ; v to King's Forest .Park, i Meet- in front of 

■ •:! Loblaw's .Store at Queenston and Parkdale (from . 

• : . i f- , • centre of City, take King Street Bus going East) . 

BRING A LUNCH and. dress, warmly - especially 
WARM FOOTWEAR . 

Saturday, December 16, 1961 ..... ■>. 

7:30 p.m. - Y.W.C.A . Room E - This is a meeting for the Members ’to bring 

special nature finds - scrap books or collections, to show the 
rest of us. ' ! ’ 

; .. j , ... ., ,************* 

THE ROSS .THOMPSON, .TROPHY and BIRD WATCHING 

The Trophy and other prizes are awarded'to 'those seeing the most species of Bards , 
in Southern Ontario from January 1-December 1 31,- 1961. Only‘count birds of which 
you are certain. : There is a special prize-for those 14 years or under. Send your 
List To MR. GEORGE NORTH, 249 Chari tort Avenue. West, Hamilton ('phone JA. 2-6082) , 

before January 6, 1962 . ■■ • 

* * it it it A A A A it it it A 

Further FIELD EVENTS and MEETINGS . - . : • J 

J ’ i ' ’ 1 ■ .* 3 j • I • . • ( : , i 

xx Saturday, January 6, 1962 - 7:30 P.M. - Y.W.C.A. Room E - A meeting to plan . 

xx the Junior Club's Show for the Senior General Meeting on Monday, January 8, 

xx 1962* . We shall be giving talks about Hikes, pet^ and Conservation, and 

xx presenting displays. We hope that each Member can bring^something fqr .. , 

xx this special Monday show. 

• i ‘ , • •, • • . 

Monday, January 8, 1962 - 8:00 p.m. - Lecture Room (downstairs off MacNab St.) 

i Main Library ,: This is the Junior Club,',s special evening for the Senior 
Club. We shall give talks and show collections and displays of Insects 
Feathers, Leaves, Shells, Minerals, Stamps, Scrap Books and Drawings. 
BRING YOURiPAEENTS - TEACHERS - and FRIENDS - ALL ARE WELCOME.' 

Saturday. January 20, 1962 - HIKE - to.(be arranged 

Saturday, January 20, 1962 - 7:30 p.m. - Y.W.C.A. Room E 

An outstanding Naturalist will speak. Programme to be arranged. 

’ ’ , . - t -. . • 

Saturday, February 3, 1962 - 7:30, p.m. - Y.W.0.A. Room E 

MEMBERS' NIGHT - We will have a Quiz - or a Quiz Panel. 

it it i; it it it i< it it it it it it i< it it ' 


DON'T FORGET THE IMPORTANT MEETING' ON SATURDAY, JANUARY 6, 1962 - LET'S PUT ON AN 
OUTSTANDING PROGRAMME AT THE SENIOR CLUB ON MONDAY EVENING, JANUARY 8, 1962 


* * it it it it it it it it it it it it it it 
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NOTEWORTHY BIRD RECORDS 


Number of species recorded to November 26, 1961 - 262 


Red-throated Loon 
Red-necked Grebe 
Horned Grebe 
Eared Grebe 
Western Grebe 


(l)Noy. 4 
(l)Oct. 9 
( 20 ) 0 ct. 1 
(l) 0 ct.l 4 
1 
4 


(l)Nov 
(1)Nov 

(l)Nov.l4 

'2)Oct.l4 

2)Sep.l7 


Pied-billed Grebe 
Double-cr.Cormorant 
Green Heron 
Black-cr.Night Heron(l)0ct.l5 
Least Bittern (l)June25 

American Bittern 
Whistling Swan 
Canada Goose ■ 

Gadwall 

Blue-winged Teal 
Shoveler 
Wood Duck 
Canvasbaclc 


Lesser Scaup 
Common Goldeneye 
Oldsquaw 
Hooded Merganser 
Turkey Vulture:-. 

Broad-winged Hawk 

Osprey 

Peregrine Falcon 


Pigeon Hawk 
Ruffed Grouse 
Gray Partridge 


(l)Sep. 3 
(l)Nov. 5 
(l5)Nov.26 
(4)Oct.21 
(l) 0 ct .29 
(1joct.15 
(l)Nov.l9 
(l)July.l 

(4) 0ct. 7 
(3)Sep,30 
(l) 0 ct .22 
(l)Oct. 9 
(.2) Aug. 26 

( 24 )June 3 
(I2)0c.t.l5 
(l)0ct,.14 
(l)Nov.l9 
(l)Oot. 9 
(l)Oct. 3 

(1) oct.ll 

( 2 ) 0 ct .21 
• (i)Nov. 4 
(l)Oct. 2 
(l)Nov ,19 

(3) 0ct. 1 

( 5 ) Nov.l 8 
(l j/Sep.17 

(1) Oot. 1 

( 2 ) 0 ct .22 
(l.) Nov. 18 
|l)Nov.26 
[l)Nov.l9 


Virginia Rail 
Sora 

Common Gallinule 
American Coot 
Semipalmated Plover 
Am. Golden Plover 
Black-bellied Plover(l)Nov.26 
Ruddy Turnstone (2)Sep.24 
American Woodcock (l)Nov.ll 
Common Snipe (2)Nov.l9 

Upland Plover (l)Sep«19 

Spotted Sandpiper (l)Oct.lO 
Solitary Sandpiper (l)0ct.l5 
Greater Yellowlegs (l)Nov.l2 
Lesser Yellowlegs (l)Oct.29 


F Bronte 

L Lake at Appleby Line 
F Van Wagner's Beach 
L Van Wagner 1 s Beach 
A Trafalgar Boat Ramp 
L Oakville; Beach Canal 
L Van Wagner's Beach 
L Lake & Dundas Marsh 
L Van Wagner's, Beach 
L Bull's Point 
Dundas Marsh 
L University Landing 
F Dundas Marsh 

it 11 

II II 

L " " 

L " " 

L " " 

Burlington 
F Dundas Marsh 
F Indian Point 
F Lome Park 
F Lake at Appleby Line 
F Dundas Marsh 
Campbellville 
L Rattlesnake Point 
north of Milton 
L Bull's Point 
L Dundas Marsh 

north of Milton 

11 n 11 

Dundas Marsh 
L " " 

L Milton 

Westdale Park 

King's Forest Park 

m n 11 

L Van Wagner's Beach 
L Strathearne Dock 
L Dundas Marsh 
L " " 

L " " 

L " " 

L " " 

L Strathearne Docks 
L Southcote 
L Dundas Marsh 
L Woodburn 
L Dundas Karsh 
L Beasley's Hollow 
L Valley Inn 
L Valley Inn 


James L. Baillie 
G North, R. Westmore 
J„ Bo Miles, G. North 
G. W. North (Dougall 
A. F. Coventry, L. Mc- 
L. McDougall 3 G. North 

G. W. North 

Laurel & George North 
Club Hike 
John B. Miles 

H. MacPherson, J. Miles 
G. W. North 

J. Miles, H. MacPherson 

G. W. North 

11 11 

J. B. Miles 

G. W. North 

J. B. Miles 

G. W. North, D. K. Powell 

Tony Mason, G, VI. North 
G. W. North, Don Bucknell 
David West 

G. North, R. Westmore 

J. B. Miles, W. F, Smith 

George & Laurel North 
J. B.-Miles 
Huber Moore 

W. Smith, G. North et al. 

G. North, R. Westmore 

Huber Moore 
n n 

H. MacPherson, J. Miles 
Alf Epp, D. K. Powell 
Huber Moore 

T, Boleantu, W, F. Smith 

n it n 11 

William Tilbury 
Club Hike 

J. B. Miles, G. W. North 
G„ W. North 
Alf Epp, G. W. North 
G. W. North 

" " , R. MacLaren 

David K. Powell 
ffi. Williamson, R. Nagasaki 
R. A. H. Westmore 
Wo Smith, Mo Williamson 
Peter Hamel 
William F. Smith 

II II 

Ray Lowes, J. B. Miles 
J. B. Miles, D, IC. Powell 
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Knot (l)Sep,l6 L'Strathearne Docks 

Pectoral Sandpiper (2)Nov.l5 L Dundas Marsh 
White-rumped Sdpiper(l)lTov,12 L " " 

Baird's Sandpiper (l)Oct. 8 L Strathearne Docks 
Least Sandpiper (l)0ct. 7 L Dundas Marsh 
Dunlin (S)Sep„26 F Strathearne Docks 

(2)Nov,26 L Dundas'Marsh 

Short-b. Dowitcher (2)Sep,17 L Strathearne Docks 
Long-billed " " (l)Nov.13 L Dundas Marsh 

Stilt Sandpiper (6)0ct. 1 L Strathearne Docks 
Semipal. Sandpiper (l)Oct,29 L Dundas Marsh 
Western Sandpiper (ljSep.26 L Strathearne Docks 
Hudsonian Godwit (3)Sep.30 Strathearne Docks 

(2) Nov,10 Van Wagner's Beach 

(l)Nov.l2 L " " 

Sanderling (4)Oct.l4 L Brant Inn 

Pomarine Jaeger (l)Sep,24 L Bronte 

Parasitic Jaeger (2)0ct. 8 Highway 102, Dundas 

(l)Nov. 4 L Bronte 

Franklin's Gull (3)Nov. 4 Dundas Marsh 

(l)Nov, 5 Van Wagner's Beach 
Forster's Tern (4)0ct, 9 E Dundas Marsh 

Common Tern (l)0ct,15 L LaSalle Park 

Black Tern (2)Sep.l5 L Dundas Marsh 

Yellow-b. Cuckoo (l)Sep.lO L Bull's Point 
Snowy Owl (l)Nov.lO F Fast End of Harbour 

(3) Nov.24 " " " 

Long-eared Owl (7)Nov.l2 F Carluke 

(6^Nov.l8 King's Forest Park 
Saw-whet Owl (lJ0ct.21 F Clarkson 

Pileated Woodpecker (l)Nov.l8 King's Forest Park 
Yellow-b. Sapsucker (l)0ct,22 L Aldershot 
B.-b,3-toed Wdpeckey(l)Hov.ll F Oakville 
Eastern Kingbird (l)Sep. 3 L Westdale Park 

Eastern Phoebe (l)0ct.l6 L Ancaster 

Traill's Flycatcher (2)Sep„24 L Woodland Cemetery 

Least Flycatcher (l)Oct. 3 L north of Milton 

Olive-s. Flycatcher (l)Sop, 2 L York Road, Dundas 

Northern Horned Lark(3)Nov„ 5 F St„ George 
Hoyt's Horned Lark (l)Nov. 5 F St, George 
Tree Swallow (l)Oct,26 L Dundas Marsh 

Bank Swallow (2)Sep.l5 L High Level Bridge 

Rough-winged Swallow(6)Sep.l5 L " " " 

Barn Swallow (l)Sep,27 L " 11 " 

Cliff Swallow (l5)Sep.l6 L Dundas Marsh 

Purple Martin (l5)Sep.l6 L " " 

Boreal Chickadee (l)Noy.ll A Highway 102, Dundas 

Tufted Titmouse (l)Nov,14 A Stoney Creek 

(l)Nov.l5 Lome Park 

(3)Nov„18 Romar Dr,, Dundas 

House Wren (l)Oct. 8 L north of Milton 

Bewick's Wren (l)Oct.ll A Port Credit 

(l)0ct„12 L 11 " 

Carolina Wren (l)llov. 5 Campbellville 

Long-b,Marsh Wren (l)l\ T ov,19 Bull's Point 

Catbird (l)Nov, 4 Beasley's Hollow 


J, B, Miles, G, W, North 
George W, North 
John B. Miles 
R. Curry, J. Olmsted 
Tony Mason, G. North 

G. W. North 
m n 

Club Hike 
G, W, North 

J, B, Miles, G. W. North 
G, North, D. K. Powell 

n ii ii . 

Don Bucknell, G, North 
G, W. North 

George & Laurel North 
n ii n 

J. Miles, L. J G. North 

Robert Curry, J, Olmsted 
Don Perks 


G. 

W. 

North 




H 

U 

? 

D. K. 

Powell 


It 

n 

9 

R, Westmore 

J. 

B. 

Miles 



G. 

W. 

North 



J. 

B. 

Miles, 

W. F. 

Smith 

G. 

W. 

North 




ii n 


R, Christie ■ 

William Tiltwjry 
David West 
William Tilbury 
Dave & Thelma Powell 
Don Perks 
G. Vi/. North 
Robert K. Sargeant 
David K. Powell 
Huber Moore 
David K, Powell 
■John B. Miles 

ii n 

William F, Smith 

G. W. North 

ii ii 

ii n 

J, B. Miles 

ii ii 

Douglas A. Smith 
Gladys Bell 
Lucie McDougall 
Olive Newcombe 
Huber Moore 
Lucie McDougall 

ii n 

Ray Lowes 

J, Miles, R. MacLaren 
William F. Smith 
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Catbird. (l)Nov„l 8 King's Forest Park William Tilbury 

.drown Thrasher (l)Oct. 2 L north of Milton 1 Huber Moore 

Wood Thrush (l)0ct,>’'7 LWebtdhle Park G'. W, North 

Hermit Thrush (l)No-v. 5 ; L Westdale-Park John Bv Miles 

Swainson's Thrush (4)0ct. 5 Milton ■ Huber Moore 

(l)Nov.l2 L Aldershot T„ Boleantu, W. F. Smith 

Gray-cheeked Thrush' (T')Oct i1 L'north'of'Milton Huber Moore ' ■ 

Veery : (l)Sep-.lO L Spencer Crook J.'B. Miles 

Eastern Bluebird'' (l )Oct.' 1 'F-'King' s-Forest Park W„ Smith, T. Boleantu 

' (3 : )Nbv„I9' Duhdas Marsh willows Alf. Epp, W.A.T; Gilmour 

Ruby-crowned Kinglet(4)Bet,22 L Aldershot ' D„ K. Powell, G. W-. North 

Water Pipit (75)tIov, 5' ' Glen Morris J, B. Miles et al. 

Northern Shriko (l)N6v,12 F Woodland- Cemetery Dave & Thelma Powell 

Yellow-throatedVireo(l)Sep,17 E north of Milton Huber Moore 

Solitary Vireo (l)0ct,15 L Aldershot David K, Powell 

Red—eyed Vireo (l)0ctvl8 L Jones Street ' G. W, North 

Tennessee Wdrbler (l)0ct,15 L Spencer Creek " 

Orange-crowned Warb.(l)0ct»21 L Forsythe Ave, N. " " 

Nashville Warbler (l)Oct. 9 L Westdale Park " " ; R. Westmore 

Myrtle Warbler 1 (4)Nov,26 Westdale^ Aldershot " ", D, K, Powell 

Bl.-th.Green Warbler(l)Oct. 9 L Westdale Park " " , R* Westmore 

Palm Warbler (l)Npv.23 L Aldershot Thelma Powell 

Ovenbird (l)Oct„ 4 L north of Milton Huber Moore 

Canada, Warbler (6)Sep.l7 L north of Milton - Huber Moore 

Bobolink (l)Sep,17 E Strathearnb Docks ■' J, B. Miles, G.'W. North 

Baltimore Oriole (l)Sep,19 L Eagle Dr., Aldershot D, K. Powell 

Rusty Blackbird (400)Nov. 5 west of Sheffield J. B, Miles- et al. 

Scarlet Tanager 1 (2)Sep.24 L Bull’s Lane,; Westdale J, Miles, G, & L. North 

Rose-br, Grosbeak (2)0ct, 7 L King's Forest Robert Curry 

Indigo Bunting (2l0ct. 3 L north of Milton Huber Moore 

Evening Grosbeak (23)0ct. 9 Bull's Lane; Hi^h Lev.John Olmsted^ G North 

(37)0ct'10 ;■ Bull's La,ne 1 John Olmsted 

{35)Oct.21 -Bull's Point G. W. North 

(l5)Nov.l8 Woodland Cemetery " " , D. K. Powell 

Pine Grosbeak (l)Nov.ll k Oakville Don Perks 

(8l)Nov.l8 Woodland Cemetery, etc. G. North, D. K. Powell 
Common Redpoll (l)Oct.23 F Lome Park Don Perks 

(65)Nov.l8 Aldershot G. W. North, D. K. Powell 

White-w. Crossbill (3)Nov. 4 F Ancaster R. A. H. Westmore 

Rufous-s.,. Towheg ... (3)Oc.t,29,L,N.,shore Dundas Marsh..,. G. .North.,, T, Bplpahtu 

Savannah Sparrow f3)0ct. 9 L Strathearne Bocks , . . " ", R. Westmore 

Oregon Junco (l)Nov. 9 ; F ! Ancaster ' “ HVA. H. Wedtmore 

(1()Nov. 2.6 - :S.toney Creek. • , 1 .. n J. .B. MilpSj -Wi F. Smith 
Chipping Sparrow (l)N;ov, 4 L, Eagle, Pr., ,Aldershot■ Da-vidi K. Powell 
Field Sparrow fl)0ct.l5 L-.Woodland Cemetery-.,• -.. I;G, W. .North; . , 

Harris' Sparrow • (l)Nov.26 k St.on.ey Greek- V . ‘J.- Miles,-'W. F, Smith 
White-crowned Sp. (2 )NoV:;2i6t ,: Va»,jWagnor ’ s Beach J 1 . 1 " " V 

Fox Sparrow , (l)Nov, 5 L;Westdale Park .-, i.--.. J:i B. Miles. . 

Lincoln's Sparrow (2)Oct.l7 L north of Milton Huber Moore 

Lapland iongspur (i)Nqv.26 Van Wagner's Beach . J,,B„.Miles, W, F, Smith 

Snow Bunting (2)0ct.22 F Clarkson David West 

(500)Nov. 26 Van Wagner's Beach.. J. B. Miles, W. F. Smith 

k denotes first record for the year 
F denotes first record for the season 
L denotes last record for the season 
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Letter from the President: 


One can observe that our Club is steadily building its Member¬ 
ship -- and with the advent of New Members in our organization, it 
is time to take stock of our attitude which at times is so conserv¬ 
ative as to be positively 'icy' 1 . 

Talk to your fellow members -- greet them with warmth -- make 
them feel at home and impart to them the joys that you have 
discovered in your pursuit of the study of natural history. I'd 
rather have the General Meeting buzzing with conversation and 
good fellowship and have to use the gavel to get attention than 
to stand at the front and wonder why there wasn't more warmth 
generated by an organization as fine as ours is. Let's do some¬ 
thing about this.' 


Give them a personal telephone call to attend events. Maybe 
it will not be possible for them to go but at least it will give 
them the feeling that they are thought about now and then. 

Maybe we need a "Social Director" - although I hope not. Just 
a little more friendliness is all that is needed. 

At this time, may I extend to all of our Members - near and 
far - heartiest greetings and best wishes for the festive season 
and all good things in the year ahead.' 


For what we have accomplished - a sincere thank you" - 
for the co-operation of my colleagues on the Board, I am very 
grateful. 


In 1962 - let's scale the wall - and at our Annual Meeting in 
May -- hold the flaming torch of accomplishment higher than it 
has ever been held in the history of the Hamilton Naturalists' 
ciub. ; 

Sincerely, 






(Mrs. M. R. Shivas). 


XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXJOHtXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


A 7ANC0UVT.T, British Columbia Member writes: 

Congratu.ations on the fine progress made on the 
Spooky Hollow Sanctuary project. From what I 
read in the Mood Duck, your Club has set an 
excellent example and I will be watching its future 
progress with great interest. Kindly add the 
enclosed to the Sanctuary Fund with all best wishes. 


Thank you, J.G.S 

A 

xxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxxx 


for your nice contribution. 

Ed. 



